November 1998--70 year old woman with SLE, paraproteinemia and polyneuropathy.
A 70 year old woman developed a sensory-motor polyneuropathy 12 years after almost continuous treatment with hydrochloroquine for SLE. Sural nerve biopsy disclosed abundant lipid inclusions in schwann cells and vessels against a background of axonal degeneration. After cessation of therapy the patient improved moderately. This case underscores the usefulness of nerve biopsy in the study of management of patients with peripheral neuropathy associated with systemic illnesses.